GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON, D.C.

ORDER
Before the Mayor's Agent for, and Admnistrator of, D.C Regulation 73-25
(hereafter Mayor's Agent).
Application L.M No. 79-138 of the Aaron Strauss & Lillie Strauss Foundation,
Inc. for a permt to raze a building located at 901 F Street, N.W, Iot 800,
Square 376.
HEARI NG DATE: March 2, 1979

FI NDINGS OF FACT:

L. The applicant proposes to raze the building located at
901 F Street, NW, lot 800, Sguare 376.

2. The building located on this lot, the Od Msonic Tenple commonly
known as the Julius Lansburgh Furniture Store, is listed in the city's
inventory of historic sites contained in the conprehensive statew de
historic preservation survey and plan prepared pursuant to Sec. 101(a) of
Public Law 89-665, and is also listed in the National Register of Hstoric
Places maintained by the Secretary of the Interior pursuant to the Hstoric
Sites Act of 1935 (16 U . S.C 461-467) and Public Law 89-665 (16 U S.C
470a- 470m) .

3. In accord with D.C. Regulation 73-25, the application was
referred to the Mayor's Agent, who in turn referred the application to
the Joint Conmmttee on Landmarks of the National Capital, the District of
Col unbi a Professional Review Committee for nomnations to the National
Register of Hstoric Places.

4. The Joint Committee on Landmarks advised that denolition of
the building would be contrary to the public interest and should be delayed.
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5. The O d Msonic Tenple building, now commonly know as Julius
Lansburgh's Furniture Store, was erected in 1867-609.

6. The building is four stories high, rectangular in shape with a
rear ell. Construction is of masonry, largely of brick with stone foundations
and pol ychromatic stone facing on the street facades. The roof is flat with
a deeply projecting cornice supported by brackets. The subtly articul ated
facade conposition is enbellished with unusual scul ptural detail. Designed
by prom nent Washington Architects Cuss and Kammerhueber in Second Enpire
style, this fraternal-commercial building of rare architectural nerit is
| ocated inportantly across 9th Street fromthe Od US. Patent Ofice. It
is a unique and notable exanple of Reconstruction era fraternal-comercial
architecture in the District of Colunbia, conplenenting in scale and dignity
its prestigious neighborhood.

T, Adol ph A uss and Joseph WIldrich von Kammerhueber achieved a
national and international reputation for their innovative designs for
Wal lach (1892) and Franklin (1865) Schools in the District of Colunbia.
Concurrently with their work on the Msonic Tenple they were engaged on the
reconstruction of the Smithsonian Institution after the fire of 1865 and on
the design and construction of the US. Departnment of Agriculture. duss
was further associated with the transformation which took place in the city
at this time through the design of markets and more schools and through his
duties as engineer-nenber of the Board of Public Wrks. He was |ater
architect of the U'S. National Miseum and redesigned the interiors of the
U S Patent Ofice after the fire of 1877.

8. Constructed by the Gand Lodge of Masons, the building is a synbol
of awakening civic consciousness in Washington City during the nationalistic
period following the Gvil War and of the role played by the Gand Lodge of
Masons in the construction of the Federal Gty. Masonic activity in the
District of Colunbia dates from about 1795. The Lodge was first organized
here in January 1811. In the early years of the city the cornerstones of
i mportant buildings--notably the Wite House (1792), the Capitol (1793),

Bl odgett's Hotel (1793), the Cty Hall (1820), and the Washington Mnunent
(1848)-- were laid Masonically, as was the cornerstone of the Federal District
off Jones Point in Alexandria (1791). Fifteen Presidents of the United States
have been Masons. President Janes A. Carfield, while a nenber of the U S
Senate, was active in the Pental pha Lodge which net in the Od Msonic Tenple
at 9th and F Streets, NW

9. A representative of Advisory Neighborhood Conmission 2C testified
at the hearing that the building is inportant architecturally, and that the
ANC is in favor of an order to delay its denolition.

10. Representatives of various governnental agencies, and comunity
organi zations testified in support of the order to delay the denolition of
the building and stated their wllingness to negotiate with the owners
of the building to try to find a neans to preserve it.



11. Representatives of the 900 G Street Limted Partnership, now the
owner of the building, testified that they were willing to work with com
munity organizations and the government to preserve at |east the facades of
the building by exploring such nmechanisns as a Planned Unit Devel opnent,
Urban Devel opment Action Gants, tax relief, and historic preservation
grants.

CONCLUSI ONS OF LAW

L Based upon the above Findings of Fact, the Mayor's Agent is of the
opinion that the demolition of the building should be delayed for 180 days to
permt the State Hstoric Preservation Officer and the Professional Review
Committee to negotiate with the owners of the building and civic groups, public
agencies, and interested citizens to find a neans of preserving the building.

2. The Mayor's Agent concludes that since the Od Msonic Tenple (1) is
a fraternal-conmercial building of rare architectural merit designed by
architects of international repute; (2) is sited inportantly across fromthe
ad US Patent Ofice and conplenments the scale and dignity of its prestigious
nei ghborhood; and (3) is a synbol of the awakening civic consciousness in
Washington Gty during the nationalistic period following the Gvil Wr and
of the role played by the Grand Lodge of Masons in the construction of the
Federal Cty, its demolition is contrary to the public interest and should be
del ayed for 180 days.

ORDERED:  The issuance of a pernmit to raze is DELAYED for 180 days from the
date of this ORDER

W. s72%

V' JAMES E. CLAY
Acting Mayor's Agent for D.C. Regulation 73-25

3/2/79

EFFECTI VE DATE
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