SourceOECD Tips & Tricks

General Search Tips

· Within SourceOECD, the top navigation bar is a banner, and shouldn’t be used. The default search page is the advanced search page—use this for searching. 

· From the advanced search page, but sure to scroll down to the bottom and click that “Go!” button, not the one at the top navigation bar. 

· Search results will include multiple entries of the same document because documents are frequently catalogued under multiple thematic headings. 

· There’s a search within your search results function. 

· There’s an email alert function. 

· Use British English for searching, e.g. labour and organisation. Official languages of OECD are British English and French. 

· SourceOECD is not full compatible with FoxFire and Mozilla. 

· In internal OECD jargon, publications have a price tag and are nearly always available on SourceOECD. Documents are free and are generally available on the public site. 

Statistics Tips
· From the Statistics tab you cannot search in full-text PDF, but you can scroll down to the bottom and switch the default to searching “All Databases” to searching “All Databases and PDF editions” to get around this. 

· Variable searching is being developed and may be introduced later in 2005. 

· SourceOECD’s statistics databases won’t work in Mozilla or Netscape. Use IE. 

· You can create custom tables from the Statistics tab, set to county, variable and time period. 

· If you’re working in the Statistics tab in one of the databases, If you see a yellow folder, always click on it to expand it. 

· In your customized table, you can rearrange the layout of the indicators (move something from the x to the y axis and back.)

· You can download customized tables into Excel or csv files if your institution’s firewall blocks the Excel download or if data will be used in another statistical package (Statpro, etc.)

· When your customized table is first downloaded, it will be named “download.” You can change the name of the file. 

· No matter you little of your customized table you see on the computer screen, when you download it, your entire table will be in the file. There is a maximum limit of 50,000 cells per table. 

· Arrows in the table columns can be used to sort the data. 

· Clicking on the white page icon will give you manual / methodology information. Manuals are also available on the public site. 

What’s Available Where

· The tabs at the top are the main organizational framework for SourceOECD. 

· OECD Factbook is free online and contains the most requested statistics. 

· Frequently requested data that is NOT part of SourceOECD but is available on the public site:

· Development data and reports

· Education data and reports

· Program of International Student Assessment (PISA)

· Migration data and reports

· Agriculture data and reports

· If searching for information on an OECD-member country, can use “Subject Theme” under the Book tab. Using Country Studies for an OECD member will yield excessive results. 

· If searching for information on a non-OECD country, can use the “Country Studies” under the Book tab. 

· OECD legal instruments are available from the OECD Washington local page. 

· OECD is starting to make webpages of individual country statistical overviews, e.g. U.S. 2005 Table from the Washington OECD page. From here, you can click out to compare a variable with other country results for that variable. 

SourceOECD Coverage

· No data prior to 1960.

· PDF contents begins in 1998. Older documents are in the process of being scanned but it is not clear that older content will be part of SourceOECD. Older content may be available in a separate product. 

· Data for newer OECD members is related to their date of entry (e.g. Mexico joined in 1994, Mexican data back to circa 1990). 
· Data for Germany harmonized due to reunification. 
· Data for the EU clearly marked for number of Member States (e.g. EU-15, EU-25). 

