UN Documents Tips & Tricks

Three main types of UN documents: 

· Sales Publications – monographs, yearbooks, annuals, serials, studies

· Mimeographed/Masthead Documents – reports, resolutions, working documents of UN bodies, provisional records of meetings

· Official Records – meeting records, text of agenda items, reports of subsidiary organs and resolutions

Most of these documents can be found in the READEX microfiche collection (drawers G – J) in International Media.  To locate a document in the fiche collection, you must have the UN document number and the date of the document.  The fiche are arranged by year and then by document number.  We also have some print UN documents in the International Office.  Note that the fiche collection does not include specialized agencies documents, such as WIPO, WHO, ILO, etc.
It is usually worth running a key word search in Gulliver on the title or the document number (if known) in case the document was issued as a sales publication.

How to get a document number

Most patrons are going to have only the name or a general idea of what the document is about.  The sources below are useful for locating document numbers.

· AccessUN – web database index of UN Documents (1948 – present).  Also useful for verifying a document number that doesn’t seem to “work.”  Includes some full text documents.  GULC Only
· Readex CDROM Index to UN Documents – located in Intl Media.  The UN will most likely discontinue this product in the future.  GULC Only
· UNBIS http://unbisnet.un.org/ - catalog of UN publications and documents indexed by the UN libraries in NYC and Geneva.  Coverage is primarily from 1979, but resolutions from the major bodies is from 1945.  Also includes voting records.  No full text

· Official Document Service (ODS) www.ods.un.org (must use IE) – web database of UN documents (1993 – present) with PDF full text. Resolutions from major UN bodies begin in 1946.  Can be difficult to use.  ID: rimll4b01 PW: rimll4b01 GULC Only
· Full text law reviews on Westlaw and Lexis.  Useful to search by document number or even by search terms to locate document number.  Be selective on which law review cite you use.  GULC Only
Resolutions

Resolutions from the main UN bodies (General Assembly, Security Council, Secretariat, Economic and Social Council, Trusteeship Council, and the International Court of Justice) are available in a variety of places (print, web, databases, micro).  A keyword search such as “security council and resolutions” will bring up the library’s print copy.  Official web sites do not always have image – depends on what year.  Sample citations:


G.A. Res 832, U.N. GAOR, 9th Sess., Supp. No.21 at 19, U.N. Doc A/2890 (1954)


U.N. SCOR, 22d Sess., 1360th mtg. At 1, U.N. Doc. S/PV.1360 (1967)

