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Sources of International Law (Art. 38(1) of the ICJ Statute)

· International conventions

· International custom

· General principles of Law

· Judicial decisions and the teachings of publicists 

Treaties 

In order to locate the treaties cited in the Compromis, use a treaty index. For more assistance with treaty research, see Treaty Research http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/intl/guides/treaty/. 


Indexes

· Bowman and Harris, Multilateral Treaties: Index and Current Status (London: Butterworths, 1984, plus supplement) [INTL REF KX 151 .M8 1984]. 
· Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General (New York: United Nations, 1982-) [INTL REF KX 1977 .A2 ST/LEG/SER.E]. See also the UN Treaty Data Base, available from our database list at http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/connect/browse_alpha.cfm#U
· Wiktor, Multilateral Treaty Calendar (The Hague: M. Nijhoff, 1998) [INTL REF KZ 118 .W55 1998]. 

Full Text Sources

· United Nations Treaty Series (New York: United Nations, 1946-)

· International Legal Materials (Washington, DC: American Society of International Law, 1962-)

· United Nations Environment Programme, Selected Multilateral Treaties in the Field of the Environment (A. Kiss, ed. New York: United Nations, 1983, vol. 1 [INTL KZ 172.8 .S44 1982] and vol. 2 [INTL KZ 172.8 .S44 1991].
· International Environmental Law: Multilateral Treaties (Berlin: E. Schmidt, 1974-) 8 vol. [INTL K3583 .A1 I575 1974]. 

· International Environmental Law: Primary Materials (M. Molitor ed., Deventer; Boston: Kluwer Law and Taxation Publishers, 1991) [INTL K3583 .I57 1991]. Contains selected bilateral, regional and global agreements, as well as key U.N. resolutions, OECD documents, and declarations. 
Web Sites 
· United Nations Treaty Collection http://www.un.org/Depts/Treaty
· ECOLEX: A Gateway to Environmental Law http://www.ecolex.org/ecolex/index.php Includes treaties, national legislation, court decisions, and secondary literature. 

· Environmental Conventions (UNEP) http://www.unep.org/SEC/env3.htm 

· Also consult the websites for the secretariats of the individual treaties. See International Environmental Law research guide. 
Customary International Law
· Widespread repetition by States of similar international acts over time (state practice)

· Acts must occur out of sense of legal obligation (opinio juris)

· Acts must be undertaken by a significant number of States and not be rejected by a significant number of States 

Where – State Practice
Trying to locate evidence of state practice, meaning official government conduct can be challenging. Sources include diplomatic exchanges, national court decisions, legislative measures, official statements at international conferences, etc. A good source for a number of countries is Sources of State Practice in International Law [INT KZ64 .S67 2001]. International practice of states is also evident through voting practices in UN resolutions, declarations, and other legislative acts. There are also IGOs that issue similar documents (e.g. OECD). 

Key resources for U.N. documents: Resolutions and Decisions Adopted by the General Assembly and Resolutions of the Security Council are available in the library. These other U.N. resources are also available: 

· United Nations microfiche collection [INTL Media]

· AccessUN (GULC Only)

· UN website www.un.org
· UNBISnet – UN Bibliographic Information System unbisnet.un.org

· UN-I-QUE: United Nations Info Quest http://lib-unique.un.org/lib/unique.nsf 

Key resource for U.S. practice: Foreign Relations of the United States [INTL KZ233 .A3] Some years available online. Consult Gulliver. Contains the official record of major U.S. foreign policy decisions and significant diplomatic activity. 
In order to locate evidence of customary international law in the above sources, consult digests of practice and yearbooks. 

Digests of International Law – Examples

· Restatement of the Law, Third, The Foreign Relations Law of the United States [EBW KF395 .A2 F63 1987]. Unofficial. Authoritative digest. Also available on Westlaw (REST-FOREL) and LEXIS (INTLAW/FORREL). 

· Moore, Hackworths & Whiteman all complied a Digest of International Law for the U.S. Each covers different time periods. 
· British Digest of International Law (London, Stevens, 1965-) [INTL KZ3225 .B76]. Covers materials in Foreign Office archives, 1860-. 

Yearbooks (States, IGOs & Topical)– Examples

· Netherlands Yearbook of International Law [INTL KZ21 .N45].

· British Yearbook of International Law [INTL KZ21 .B7].

· United Nations Juridical Yearbook [INTL KZ5010 .A2 ST/LEG/Ser. C]. Covers judicial decisions or international and national tribunals. Includes unpublished legal opinions of the Secretariat. 

· IAEA Yearbook [INTL QC791.9 .I23] International Atomic Energy Agency. 

· Yearbook of International Environmental Law [INTL K3581.2 .Y43] Includes year in review for environmental topics, country reports, convention reports, and more. 
Another key resource for US practice: American Journal of International Law. Each quarterly issue contains a section entitled “Contemporary Practice of the United States Relating to International Law.” 
General Principles of International Law

Principles applied universally by state domestic courts (e.g. good faith, impartiality of judges). They frequently involve procedural matters. 


Where


Found in decisions of international tribunals (use the decisions to find references to general principles). The library has all the decisions of international tribunals and many have website with full text case access. 


Found in writings of publicists. This can be treatises, journal articles, international law encyclopedias, or the publications of scholarly international law associations. 


Additional Sources (Judicial Decisions & Writings of Publicists) -- Examples
· International Environment Reporter  Available on the web http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/connect/browse_alpha.cfm#I (GULC only); [INTL REF  K3585.4 .I58 1978]. The International Environment Daily is available on WESTLAW (BNA-IED) and the entire set is on LEXIS (INTLAW/INTENV or ENVIRN/INTENV)].
· ECOLEX: A Gateway to Environmental Law http://www.ecolex.org
· International Environmental Law Reports [INTL K3584.53 .I58 1999].   Coverage includes international and national tribunals.
· International Law Reports [INTL KZ199 .I58].
· Guruswamy, Lakshman, International Environmental Law and World Order (2nd ed.) [INTL REF K3585.3 .G87 1999]. 
· Kiss, A. & Shelton, D., International Environmental Law (3rd ed.) [INTL K3585.4 .K574 2004]. 
· Georgetown International Environmental Law Review [INTL K7 .E46]. 
· European Environmental Law Review [INTL K5 .U73]. 
Locating Books

Gulliver is the online catalog for the law library and includes all of our holdings. Try keyword searching first. Sample word searches could be “marine pollution” or “transport* and nuclear” Note: the asterisk (*) is used as the wildcard character in Gulliver. Transport* would find transportation, transport, transporting, etc. Some other possible keywords: 

Law of the sea

Hazardous waste

Polluter pays principle

Customary international law

Rome statute

Basel convention
Further Readings

· Ralph Gaebler, Conducting Research in Customary International Law, in contemporary practice of public international law 77 (E. Schaffer & R. Snyder eds., 1997). 

· Shabtai Rosenne, Customary International Law, in practice and methods of international law 55 (1984). 

· Suzanne Thorpe, A Guide to International Bibliography, in contemporary practice of public international law 17 (E. Schaffer & R. Snyder eds., 1997). The section at page 38 regarding international custom is particularly useful. 
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