Treaties Tips & Tricks

Treaties are also called conventions, pacts, covenants, charters, executive agreements, protocols, accords, declarations, etc, or perhaps by a city such as the Hague Convention (note: there are many Hague conventions) or the Cartagena Protocol.  Researchers are usually seeking three things: text, status, and is it in force yet?

US Treaties or Executive Agreements Finding Aids – the following sources will provide citations to full text and sometimes status information for US bilateral and multilateral agreements.

· Treaties In Force (TIF) [KZ235.G84 Ref] is an annual publication that lists all US treaties and agreements in force (both bilateral & multilateral) arranged by country and subject.  Provides citations to UST and TIAS, however there is often no citation given for recent treaties.  TIF is available on the web but is not more current and requires downloading 5 PDF files.  It is also on Lexis (INTLAW;USTIF) with links to treaty text when possible.

· United States Treaty Index [KZ235.C87 1999 Intl Ref] is a comprehensive 15 volume set with subject, chronological, and country indexes.  Provides citation information, but if no citation information, there will be a KVASS number to accompanying microfiche collection. Supplemented by Current Treaty Index [KZ235.K3925 1999 Intl Ref].

· TIARA web database includes access to US treaties from 1783 to present.

· Congressional Index [KF35.A26] – the volume covering the Senate contains treaty actions under the “Treaties” tab.  Unfortunately, this list is not cumulative and is limited to the that particular congress.

· Westlaw (USTREATIES) and Lexis (INTLAW;USTRTY).

Supporting Documents for US Treaties – useful when compiling a “legislative history”

· Senate Treaty Documents are part of the Serial Set and are on the web since the 104th Congress and on Congressional Universe, Lexis & Westlaw mentioned above.  These documents contain the treaty text submitted by the executive branch to the Senate for “advice and consent” together with supporting documentation.  For recent treaties, the Senate Treaty Document may be your only source for the treaty text.  Pre-1979, these documents were called Senate Executive Documents.

· Senate Executive Reports are reports issued by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and contain the committee’s analysis and recommendations on a proposed treaty.  These reports are in the Serial Set print, on the web since the 104th Congress and on Congressional Universe.

· Congressional hearings, Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents, Dispatch (1990-99).

Multilateral Treaties – US not necessarily a party

· Multilateral Treaty Calendar 1648-1995 [KZ118.W55 1998 Intl Ref] is a comprehensive resource listing treaties in chronological order.  Subject indexing can be quirky and the ratification information is out of date.

· Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary General on the web or [KZ171.M85 Intl Ref].  Provides citations and ratification information, but limited in scope.  Web version is constantly updated.  The UN Treaty database also provides text (sometimes in UNTS image) and ratification information.  Good source for reservations and declarations.

· World Treaty Index [KZ173.R63 1983 Intl Ref] covers both bilateral and multilateral treaties from 1900-1980.  Provides tables by subject and by party.

Bilateral Treaties without the US – the most challenging!

· World Treaty Index above or International Legal Materials [KZ64 .I58 Intl or Westlaw & Lexis]

· For tax treaties try European Taxation [KJC7101.3 E97 Intl], Taxes and Investment in Asia and the Pacific [K4460.4.I57 1978 Intl], or International Tax Treaties of All Nations [K4473.A1 I57 Intl]

· For bilateral investment treaties try Investment Treaties [K1112.A49 I58 Intl]

