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Bibliographic Basics

· On the library’s website, you will find useful Quick Links that lead you to a list of research databases, research guides, interlibrary loan information, journal indexes, and more. 

· The library’s online catalog is GULLiver. You can use keywords, subject headings, and other searches to locate books, journals, and electronic sources in the library. Use the call number and the location note to find the material. 

· Another way to access materials in GULLiver is to go through the clickable subject headings in the human rights research guide. Some of the headings are specific to women’s issues in human rights. 

· If you can’t find what you’re looking for in GULLiver, another place to look is WorldCat, a mega-catalog listing the holdings of many libraries. (Quick Links >> Research Databases)
· If you need a book or journal article that is not available through the law library, place a request for it through interlibrary loan (ILL). If you haven’t used this service before, register as a first-time user from the Quick Links on the homepage. (Quick Links >> Interlibrary Loan)
· Other library services include Live Chat for convenient reference and research shelves in the Wolff Library for storing your research materials. 

Secondary Sources: Articles, Newspapers & other sources
· Journal indexes can help you locate articles on your topic. Some to try are Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals (Quick Links >> Journal Indexes), Index to Legal Periodicals (available through Lexis and Westlaw, can click out directly to articles), and PAIS International (can link to it through the HR research guide). 

· Specialized databases can lead to article information and sometimes contain full text articles. Two databases specific to women’s issues are Gender Watch and Contemporary Women’s Issues. Another good all-purpose database is Academic Search Premier. You can link out to all three through the HR research guide. 

· If your paper is focused on women in a specific or geographic area and you need general background information on that country or region, you may want to check Country Watch or EIU Economist Intelligence Unit. (Both listed on Research Databases through Quick Links). 

· INTNEWS (Westlaw—International News) includes full-text, English-language articles and English-language abstracts for non-English-language sources with news from every region in the world. 

· WNC (Westlaw—World News Connection) is a foreign news service providing translations and English-language news sources from non-U.S. media sources around the world. Also try foreign newspapers (Lexis—limited availability). 

· PressDisplay includes over 250 newspaper titles from around the world—current day’s newspaper, plus a 45-day back file. (Quick Links >> Research Databases)

· AllAfrica.com (www.allafrica.com) covers news and information from all African countries. Organized by country and subject. 
· For older newspaper articles, one place to check is New York Times Historical database. PDFs of articles. (Quick Links >> Research Databases)

Human Rights Systems and Primary Sources

The United Nations Human Rights System & Regional Systems

· The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is the official with primary responsibility for UN human rights activities. There are seven main HR treaties. 
· Under the UN HR systems, there are charter bodies and treaty bodies responsible for monitoring the implementation of human rights. http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/index.htm 

· Regions that have their own HR systems are: Africa, the Americas, and Europe. See the HR research guide for materials and websites. 

Human Rights Instruments

· There are several sites to use for the full-text of human rights instruments. See the HR guide for a more complete list. Some of the most recommended ones are: 

· EISIL http://www.eisil.org/ -- links to full-text as well as full citation information – great for Bluebooking. 

· University of Minnesota, Women’s Human Rights http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/links/women.html 

· Women’s Human Rights Resources (Toronto) http://www.law-lib.utoronto.ca/Diana/
· Project Diana (Yale) – includes treaties, UN docs, HR caselaw  http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/diana/
Status of HR Instruments, Reports, and Other Documents

· One of the easiest places to start is Bayefsky.com (www.bayefsky.com), a site that includes info on ratifications and declarations, reports, national case law, and more.  
· The Official Document System of the United Nations (ODS) (Quick Links>> Research Databases) contains full-text PDF UN documents, including resolutions, decisions, and country reports to treaty bodies (such as to CEDAW).

· Use UN Treaty Collection (Quick Links>>Research Databases) to find the text of UN treaties, as well as to determine the status of HR instruments. 

· See the HR research guide for additional suggestions. 
Constitutions

· World constitutions often contain provisions granting certain civil / human rights. Constitutions of the Countries of the World (Quick Links >> Research Databases – caution loads slowly!) can often be more up-to-date and accurate than the many free world constitution sites that you see on the Internet. 

Foreign Legislation 

· When choosing a country to research, consider first what materials might be available or not available to you at Georgetown. If you choose a country that the library does not cover extensively, give yourself extra time for research! You’ll need it for making interlibrary loan requests and for possible visits to the Library of Congress. 

· The #1 resource for locating foreign legislation is Foreign Law Guide. Look through the subject headings (there isn’t one just for human rights). Some possible ones are: abortion & family planning, adoption, constitution & political legislation, family, gender discrimination, etc. 

· The Global Legal Information Network (GLIN) (find on Research Database list) contains full-text of laws, regulations and other legal documents in the language of the country of origin and summaries in English. Especially good for Latin American countries, but includes many more. 
· The library has some databases that are specific to certain countries. For example, IndLaw (India), Isinolaw (China) and Quick Law (case law from South Africa, Uganda, Tanzania, the Caribbean). See a librarian to get the Quick Law password. 
Don’t forget that librarians are always

happy to meet with you for a research consultation!

Email: intlref@law.georgetown.edu
International reference desk: (202) 662-4195
In person: Mon – Thurs. 10 – 7; Fr. 10 – 5; Sun 1 -5 
Live Chat

