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I had the honor and pleasure of working under Sarge for over two years, while directing 
the OEO Legal Services Program and as a member of his senior staff.  I had many opportunities 
to experience his unwavering commitment to the program and the lawyers it funded and the 
clients they represented—including those occasions when controversies arose or there was 
political opposition that might have unsettled a lesser leader.     

Sargent Shriver was the most inspirational person I have ever known.  Not just his public 
speeches, which were dynamic enough to stir an amoeba into action, but in private conversation 
and at staff meetings as well.  You always left with a feeling you should do better--and could.  
He also was the most consistently optimistic.  Problems were opportunities for solution, not 
obstacles to be avoided.  Yet, for all his intensity and commitment, Sarge also had a great sense 
of humor and never took himself too seriously.  

With Sargent Shriver’s death, America’s poor lost a great champion, our country lost a 
great public servant, while government-funded legal services lost its creator and all of legal aid 
lost an inspiring leader.        

   As part of this program that bears Sarge’s name, the most important thing we can do to 
honor his memory is to make sure these pilot projects and their evaluation advance the goal of 
equal justice for all he worked so hard to achieve.  

       -Earl Johnson, Jr. 

 


