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    Overview

       * Definitions
         Public International Law

· Governs the relationships between national governments, the relationships between  intergovernmental organizations, and the relationships between national governments and intergovernmental organizations.

         Private International Law

· Governs the choice of law to apply when there are conflicts in the municipal law of different nations related to private transactions between those nations.  Often known as conflict of laws.

· Topics include contracts, marriage and divorce, jurisdiction, recognition of judgments, child adoption and abduction.

         Foreign Law

· Defines the role of governments to the people they govern and controls relationships between people. It may regulate foreign persons and entities, but it does not have effect outside the boundaries of a nation.

       * Sources of Law
    Getting Started

       * Find a relevant research guide.

       * Define basic concepts or terms, abbreviations or acronyms.

       * Gather basic information about the country or international organization.

       * Locate secondary sources (journal articles, books).

         Research Guides

            o International & Foreign Legal Research Guides
            o ASIL Guide to Electronic Resources
            o LLRX.com (international and foreign)

            o Accidental Tourist on the New Frontier (1998)

            o Germain's Transnational Law Research (1991-)

         Definitions & Abbreviations

            o Bieber's Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations (5th ed.,

              2001)

            o World Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations (1991-)

            o Noble's Revised International Guide to the Law Reports
              (1998)

            o International Law Dictionary and Directory
         Background Information

            o Encyclopedia of Public International Law (1992-)

            o Modern Legal Systems Cyclopedia (1985-)

            o Foreign Government Sources on the Web
            o International Agencies and Information on the Web
         Secondary Sources

            o Journal articles

              Most of these indexes are available in print or from the Library's web site

            o Legal Journal Indexes (GULC only)

                  Index to Legal Periodicals (ILP) (available on LX & WL)

                  Legal Resource Index (LRI) (available on LX & WL)

                  Legal Journals Index (LJI) (available on WL)

                  Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals (IFLP)

            o Law-related journal indexes (GULC only)

                  Public Affairs Information Service (PAIS)

                  Social Science Index

                  EconLit

            o Books

                  GULLiver catalog

            o RAVE
            o European Integration Current Contents
    International Law

       * Locate international instruments (treaty or agreement).

       * Obtain IGO/NGO information (documents, conference proceedings).

       * Find decisions of international courts & tribunals.

       * Locate relevant commentary and analysis.

         Treaties & Agreements

            o What are treaties?

            o Types

                   Bilateral

                   Multilateral

            o US is a party

            o Non-US treaties

         What are Treaties?

· o The Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties defines a treaty as "an international agreement concluded between States in written form and governed by international law,            whether embodied in a single instrument or in two or more related instruments and whatever its particular designation."

· Referred to by a number of different names: international conventions, international agreements, covenants, final acts, charters, memorandums of understandings, protocols, pacts, accords, and constitutions for international organizations.

· Usually different names have no legal significance in international law.

         Researching Treaties

            o Locate the text of the treaty or agreement.

            o Obtain status and ratification information.

            o Find reservations or declarations.

            o Analyze the intent through background documents.

         Treaty Indexes

            o Treaties in Force
            o Treaty Actions
            o United States Treaty Index
            o Multilateral Treaty Calendar
            o United Nations Cumulative Treaty Index
            o Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secy. Genl. (UN Treaty Coll.) (GULC only)

         Full-Text Sources (US)

            o Treaties and Other International Acts Series (T.I.A.S.)

            o United States Treaties and Other International Agreements (U.S.T.)

            o Lexis & Westlaw

            o Trade and Related Agreements
            o Treaties & International Agreements Online (Oceana) (GULC only)

         Multilateral Sources

            o United Nations Treaty Series (UNTS)

            o United Nations Treaty Collection (GULC only)

            o International Legal Materials (ILM)

            o European Treaty Series (ETS)

            o Avalon Project
            o Multilaterals Project
            o OAS Treaties
         Topical Treaty Collections

            o Human Rights Library
            o Intellectual Property (WIPO)

            o ILOLEX (labor & related issues)

            o Hague Conventions on Private International Law
            o Juris International
            o Internet Guide to International Fisheries Law
         Status & Ratification

            o Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary General (see above)

            o Treaties in Force and Treaty Actions (see above)

            o Web sites

            o Journal articles

            o Treaty indexes

         IGOS

            o Definition
            o Web sites

                   International Governmental Organizations
                   IGO Websites by Subject
            o IGO documentation

                   UN documents
                   GATT/WTO documents
                   Print resources (document depositories, especially for older docs)

         NGOS

            o Definition
            o Web sites

                   NGO Links
                   AAAS Directory of Human Rights Resources on the Internet
            o NGO documentation

                   Amnesty International
                   World Wildlife Foundation
         European Union

            o EUROPA
            o EUR-Lex (EU Law Portal)

            o Best EU Law Websites
            o Print sources
            o Lexis & Westlaw

         International Courts & Tribunals

            o International Court of Justice
            o ICJ Research Guide
            o European Court of Human Rights
            o International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
            o GATT Panels
            o NAFTA Investor-State Arbitrations
         International Law Sites

            o Foreign and International Law Web
            o Public International Law
            o WWW Virtual Library, Foreign and International Law
            o SOSIG
    Foreign Law

       * What are you looking for (constitution, code, statute, case, regulation)?

       * Do you have a citation?

       * Do you need an English translation?

       * Do you need the full text or will a summary be enough?

         Foreign Law Finding Tools

            o Foreign Law Guide (GULC only)

            o Martindale-Hubbell International Law Digest
            o Research guides and bibliographies

            o Print sources

            o LLRX country guides
         Full-Text Sources

            o Official sources (statutes, codes, cases)

            o Compilations (Investment Laws of the World, International Law Reports)

            o Doing Business In… (Doing Business in Mexico, China Laws for Foreign Business) 

            o Lexis & Westlaw

         Topical Foreign Law Sites

            o International Constitutional Law
            o Collection of Laws for Electronic Access
            o International Digest of Health Legislation (WHO)

            o Global Banking Law Database
            o NATLEX (labor and social security laws)

            o Global E-Commerce Law
         Foreign Case Law

            o Global Courts (Supreme Courts)

            o Constitutional Courts
            o Refugee Caselaw
            o Commonwealth Human Rights Case Law Digest
            o Selected decisions in English

                   Germany's Federal Constitutional Court
         Foreign Law Web Sites

            o Foreign Collections by Jurisdiction
            o Foreign Primary Law on the Web
            o World Law Index
            o Legal Materials Around the Globe
    Cross-Disciplinary Research

       * Economic information and statistics (GDP, investment information)

       * Country conditions (refugees, human rights, trade)

       * Governmental/Public policy

       * Foreign affairs and international relations

         International Relations/Policy

            o Global Environment & Trade Study
            o Foreign Policy in Focus
            o Council on Foreign Relations
            o ReliefWeb
            o Columbia International Affairs Online (GULC only)

            o Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) (GULC only)

    Keeping Up

       * What's Online in International Law
       * International Law in Brief
       * ASIL Insights
       * Journals & newsletters

              American Journal of International Law

              International & Comparative Law Quarterly

              International Legal Materials

    Keep in Mind...

· More than likely, you will not find everything you need on the Web.

· International and foreign legal materials come from a variety of sources & they are not always well organized.

· Often times, you have to hunt to find what you need (or maybe just a cite).

· There is not always an English translation.
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